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The Horse You Rode In On 
 

for Hypercube 
Duration: 7:00 

 
Instrumentation 

Tenor Sax 
Electric Guitar 

Percussion 
(kick drum, low tom, snare, crash cymbal, vibraphone) 

Piano 
 
 

Program Note 
Having lived most of my life in fairly conservative parts of the country as a loud, 
proud, openly queer person, something that I have heard a lot is that I’m “too 
much.” I’m too flamboyant, too queer, too colorful, I dress too strangely. Because 
of this, I’ve often been the subject of discrimination, harassment, and even 
assault. This piece is an expression of frustration at these comments, and the 
frustration many queer people feel because we don’t fit into the boxes that many 
people want us to. This piece is a screaming song, aimed towards those who find 
us to be “too much”.  
 
… and the horse you rode in on. 
 

 
mjosephwillette.com 



On Percussion 
 
This piece utilizes a modified drum set. Special attention should be paid so the 
set does not overpower the rest of the ensemble.  
 

 
 
Sticks & Mallets 
 
Standard drum sticks may be used on the set equipment, including crash 
cymbal. 
 
The vibraphone part requires use of a bow, as well as medium hard mallets.  
 
If one finds that the standard drum sticks are too loud on the set equipment, the 
same medium hard mallets (or softer) may be used on the set. 
 
 
On Pedals for the Electric Guitar 
 
This piece makes use of the following effects, simultaneously: 
 

- Leslie effect (moderate) 
- Reverb (approx.. 15 sec) 
- Distortion (slight to moderate) 
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